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Preliminary Alternative #32
Corresponding to Alternative Formulation Strategy 1B,2B,3B,4B - MAX

Primar~ Conflict Approach to Resolve Conflict
Fisheries and Diversions Increase Fish Productivity (1 A)
(Conflict I) Reduce Diversion Impacts (1B)
Habitat and Land Use/Flood Protection Preserve Existing Land Use (2A)
Conflict 2) Create Additional Habitat Area

Water Supply Availability and Beneficial Uses Reduce Critical Export Area Demands (3A)
~Conflict 3) Enhance Delta Supplies as Inflows ~3B)
Water Quality and Land Use .. Managing Quality of Delta Inflow (4A)
Conflict 4) Manage Instream/In-delta Water Qualit~v ~4B~

Minimum or Maximum

Solution Overview                                             .~’~" ~.
This maximum alternative focuses on reducing losses to fish populatao .~. ~.". ..r~. ~g diversmn losses)
rather than increasing fish production. It also increases wetland. ~, and ~*~I habitat at the
expense of existing land use. It also increases inflow to the Del..~.."e~ia!~[y in crit~kl._ .~riods, while
maintaining existing Delta exports and south of Delta consun~l~io~". W~at~....quality is"~intained mainly
through dduUon rather than by source controls.             .:~:,. .~- .,.:.-.

Habi~t - This alternative is characterized by fish habitat. High levels of
riparian, wetland, and terrestrial habitat" ’ fish and wildlife species.
Upstream floodway and channel habitat for fish & wildlife.
Populations - Key fish populations are existing impacts from water diversions
and increasing Delta inflow efforts would be made to improve
diversion locations and diversions. Improved water
conveyance facilities including [ would be employed to minimize fish

Diversions - Diversions a.r~..~-~.i~...Ot~ed U’@        to increase water supply to the Delta; Delta
exports would be limited"-_lo,~ce diver~’o~ during critical periods to reduce entrainment. Maximum
efforts are proposed to redu~]’~v~krsion~ :~aq.~ decrease north of Delta consumptive use.
Water Use - Exports from the l~.!tai~._..~l_~outh of Delta consumptmn are m~mmally affected; diversmns
north of the Delta are reduced to~r...~e inflow to Delta.
Water Ouality - Controlled mainly’~rough dilution rather than source controls.
Land Use/Levees/Flood Protection - Existing landuse is modified as needed to improve habitat; levee and
flood control protection are maximized.
Institutional - Measures require maximum use of institutional capabilities.

Preliminary Assessment
This alternative’s implementation would achieve major reduction in entrainment losses at existing water
diversions through a combination of enhanced screening, isolation and relocation of diversions, and
changes in land use and irrigation patterns. Direct physical habitat enhancements for key Delta fish
species would be limited; however, habitat enhancement from improved wetlands and riparian habitats, as
well as changes in through-Delta conveyance facilities would provide substantial habitat improvements for
fish. Substantial benefits would be achieved in upstream fish and wildlife habitat. Existing Delta and
south of Delta exvorts would be protected to a large extent, while some effects on north of Delta exports
would occur, but could be replaced by shifts in water supply sources (ground water). Water quality in the
Delta may suffer from the combination of an isolated water transfer facility and lack of source water
quality controls. More Delta inflow and outllow would be required to maintain water quality. Many of
the options for habitat improvement, reduced diversion impacts (intake screening) and levee, wetland, and
riparian protection would be costly.
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